
 

As I write this newsletter, the holiday season is 

upon us.  In two days, our family will be celebrating a 

quiet Thanksgiving with just the five of us.  While our 

Thanksgiving may not be that much different than most 

years, our Christmas will be a first.   

From the first Christmas that Terra and I were 

married, we always went to my parents’ home.  Even 

the two years while we were living in Michigan, we still 

made it back to Eugene for Christmas. This year will be 

the first time we have been away from my parents for 

Christmas.  It was a tough decision, but between finding 

a safe place for all of us to stay and putting ourselves, 

our extended families, our friends at risk, we felt it was 

the decision that had to be made.  So, for first time in 

46 years, I won’t be seeing my parents for Christmas.  

We might end up doing a video chat or phone call to 

wish each other a Merry Christmas but it’s never quite 

the same as getting a hug from that person you love.  

That will have to wait.   

  Even though we don’t get to be with our 

extended family I’m trying to look at bright side.  We 

have always been gone for a week around this holiday 

and it didn’t make sense to have a Christmas tree.  This 

year we will have a tree for the family to enjoy and the 

cats to terrorize.  This year it will be less stressful to 

figure out how to divide our time among three 

extended families and friends and let everyone know 

how special they are to us.  I’m sure there are some  

 

great ways we can and will try to make the day special 

but there will still be something missing.  There will still 

be those moments when we think about who we are 

missing from our celebration. 

 I think this is the reason why we have Christmas 

to celebrate in the first place.  While the human race 

was lost in sin, it just wasn’t the same for our heavenly 

Father.  Heaven wasn’t heaven while He was separated 

from His creation because of our sin.  So, some 2000 

years ago, the next phase of the plan that had been in 

place from the foundation of this world was set into 

motion.  As it says in Matthew 1:21-23, “21 She will 

bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he 

will save his people from their sins.” 22 All this took 

place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the 

prophet: 23 “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear 

a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel” (which 

means, God with us).” 

While we may notice the absence of some 
of the people we love at the Christmas celebration 
this year, we will never get to celebrate Christmas 
as it ought to be celebrated until we finally get to 
see our Savior face to face.  When I think about 
those I’m missing at this year’s celebration, I’m 
going to think about whom else is missing and 
what it will be like to really celebrate when we all 
get to experience the greatest family reunion of all. 
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