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May 2, 2020 Local Church Budget  
Do we know our neighbor? To a postmodern, ultra-
busy, perennially distracted Western mind (such as a 
North American Seventh-day Adventist Christian), such 
counsel seems surreal or out of this age. Our Savior 
cared for the people whom He served in the local 
communities. We are called to serve our local 
communities personally and also corporately as a local 
church. Let us be faithful and support the ministry of 
our faith community and thus hasten the coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.  
 
May 9, 2020 Disaster and Famine Relief Adventist 
Community Services 
In a small town near Baltimore, Maryland, flooding 
destroyed homes and businesses within a two-hour 
time frame. Adventist Community Services Disaster 
Response (ACS DR) volunteers organized a “Muck Out” 
for the affected homes in the community. Each home 
they visited was close to a waterway that had produced 
river-like water flow out in the streets. Many boxes and 
furniture had held water for more than two weeks. 
Additionally, some of the homes developed mold. One 
family whose basement was flooded with more than 24 
inches of water appreciated the help. Volunteers 
worked on their home removing furniture, carpet, 
drywall, and the remaining debris. The ACS DR teams 
were also able to provide other needs, such as food, 
water, and basic items. ACS DR works throughout the 
North American Division serving communities in times 
of crisis. Today, your offering will be gratefully received 
to support the North American Division Adventist 
Community Services and the Adventist Development 
and Relief Agency (ADRA) internationally to assist 
before, during, and after disasters and traumatic 
events.  
 
May 16, 2020 Local Church Budget  
Yes, we can. Yes we should! A couple of years ago, The 
Compass Magazine had an interesting article about 
tithe and offerings. The article noted that in 2017, close 
to 1.02 billion dollars were given in tithe in the NAD. 
There was more interesting statistical data: one third of 
“active” Adventist members did not return a tithe. 
Young people and old alike “neglected” to be faithful in 
returning a tithe to the Lord. Why didn’t they give? The 
reason was not theological. It was not pastor-related 
(whether they liked or disliked the pastoral service). 
Believe it or not, it was simply a case of forgetfulness. 
People just plain forgot to pay their tithe. Another 
subset of the same demographic noted that “they 
needed to tithe more regularly.” The Bible concurs. We 
can, and we should, remember to pay an honest tithe to 

our God. It is estimated that if most active Adventists 
would return an honest tithe, our annual income would 
easily double to $2 billion. Let us make a new covenant 
with our Lord to be faithful and return a faithful tithe to 
He. Yes, we can, and yes, we should!  
 
May 23, 2020 Local Conference Advance  
Inflation by the numbers. Hungary has the distinction of 
having had the world’s highest ever printed 
denomination banknotes at a staggering quintillion 
Pengo (the local currency between 1927 and 1946). 
That is a one followed by 18 zeros. Such hyperinflation 
hit the country between 1922 and 1924. In fact, 
Hungary managed to win another record by introducing 
a 100-quintillion note in 1946. After the second world 
war, inflation doubled every 15 hours. How much was 
100 quintillion Pengo worth? A grand total of twenty 
cents. If we always give the same amount without 
accounting for inflation, the ministries of the local fields 
will at some point run deficits. As we plan our 
systematic giving, let us increase our donations and 
account for the yearly purchasing power loss caused by 
inflation. When we think strategically and account for 
inflation in our giving, we strengthen and secure the 
ministries of our local conferences.  
 
May 30, 2020 Local Church Budget 
Seek you first the kingdom of God. From cashless 
societies, to mega metropolises, to positronium fueled 
space exploration, humanity is rapidly accelerating its 
existence into an uncertain future. Lifespans are 
prolonged. In the near future, medicine is personalized 
via nanotechnology to an unprecedented molecular 
level. Some argue that singularity (the science of 
merging humanity with algorithmic computer artificial 
intelligence) will redefine the very essence of what it 
means to be a human. The exponential growth in 
scientific advances and its related experiential 
continuum of our lives will most likely create insecurity 
and by extension will question identity. The Bible 
promises us that certainty and a spectacular future 
(John 14:1-3) will be given to us by our Savior Jesus 
Christ. There is a caveat here: we are to seek the 
kingdom of God first (Matthew 6:33). In this age, 
traditional orthodoxy is challenged, assumptions are 
discarded, and biblical counsel is dismissed as archaic 
and trivial. Yet, the God of the universe reassures us 
that if we seek Him first, we will spend eternity with 
Him (Revelation 21:4). Let us seek Him, first. A glorious 
future awaits with Him. 


